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Open Community Meeting 
Culty Quake 

 

The White Church, Comrie 
 

Monday 01 March 2010, 7.30pm 
 

MINUTE OF MEETING 
 

CDT Directors: Ian Findlay, Eunice Cartwright, Fran Loots, Felicity Snowsill, Blair Urquhart, 
Jim Buchanan (Vice Chair), William Levack, Alan Caldwell, Cathy Tilbrook (Chair), Chris 
Palmer.  
 

Apologies: David Robertson, Isla Valenti 
 
CDT Staff: Emma Margrett, Will Reid, Andy Heming, James MacDonald Turner 
 
Culty Quake Working Group: Chris Grace, Andrea Findlay, Jenni Hendry 
 
Comrie Foundation: Joan Carmichael, Lorna Ramsay, Andy Gairns 
 
Welcome: 
A very warm welcome was extended to those who attended this Community Open Meeting. 
 
Cathy Tilbrook, volunteer CDT Board Member and Chair, thanked everyone for attending 
and noted a number of new attendees at the meeting.  Cathy mentioned that the Community 
Open Meetings normally take place in the WRI Hall and focus on a variety of themes.  Cathy 
explained that tonight's meeting would focus on the Culty Quake with a short presentation at 
the end of the evening by SAC Consulting on renewable energy. 
 
Cathy also welcomed Ross Buchan, Comrie's new Community Police Officer to the meeting. 
 
At this point Cathy handed over to Ian Findlay, who jointly Chaired the meeting. 
 
Culty Quake: Fact Sheet: 
Ian stressed that at present the festival is only a proposal, it crucially needs comments and 
support from the village to make it a reality.  Ian then introduced the idea of the Culty Quake 
and spoke to the points on the Culty Quake: Fact Sheet (copied below). 
 
Culty Quake Saturday 29th May - Fact Sheet  
 
Introduction 

Why have an event?  The idea is to bring the village together in a celebration of all its 
activities and achievements and to highlight Green Issues.  It’s an opportunity for groups, 
traders and individuals to work together, cement relationships and have a great time in the 
process.  It will only happen if the local groups and businesses feel it is a good idea and are 
willing to join in.  CDT has done some groundwork to kick start the event and show what 
might be possible.  The purpose of tonight is to explain what has been done and to get your 
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reaction. 
 

What exactly is being suggested?  The event comes in 2 parts.  The first is a free 
community open day held in the main part of the camp between 12.00 and 17.00 with lots of 
stalls and activities.  The second is a ticketed music festival held in a marquee in a secure 
area of the camp with a mixture of local, national and international bands. 

 
Who is it for?  The event is for Comrie folk, groups and businesses.  We would hope to 
attract up to 500 people to the open day and up to 600 people to the music event.  We hope 
to sell all the tickets for the music event in Comrie, to Comrie folk and their chosen guests. 

 
Who will benefit?  Firstly, everyone should benefit from having a great day.  Secondly, we 
want local individuals and groups to have the opportunity to fund raise.  Thirdly, we want 
local businesses to benefit by earning money from the services the event requires (food, bar, 
PA etc).  Finally the event will raise funds for the Comrie Foundation. 

 
How is it being paid for?  It is being paid for from the ticket sales for the music event and 
the charges for having a ‘pitch’ at the open day and the music festival.  Because of the scale 
of the event we may also get some grant funding for some of the larger infrastructure 
(marquee etc). 

 
Where will the money go?  The money will go to the Comrie Foundation.  The Comrie 
Foundation will allocate part of any surplus to establishing the grant fund for local projects 
and a proportion will go to support the work at Cultybraggan.  

At this point Ian introduced Joan Carmichael, one of the three patrons of the Comrie 
Foundation to say a few words. 

The Comrie Foundation has been established to support local projects and groups by 
establishing a grant-giving fund.  It will hold fundraising events, look for donations and attract 
legacies. 

The Foundation will support two things.  The first is a local grant-giving fund that will support 
local projects and groups.  This might be new strips for the Comrie Rovers, the skateboard 
park for our young people, the Co Co Bus for the Brownies for example.  The second is 
fundraising to support the community ownership of Cultybraggan. 

The Foundation has started with three local patrons who will help to develop the Foundation.  
They are Joan Carmichael, Andy Gairns and Lorna Ramsay. 

The Foundation will develop grant-giving guidelines.  The patrons want to start that tonight 
by getting the meeting's views on what the guidelines should be.  The Foundation will then 
develop draft guidelines and put them out for consultation in the village.  The community will 
decide the guidelines.  Joan encouraged attendees to think about the guidelines and make 
notes on the Feedback Form. 

The Culty Quake is the first fundraising project so the Foundation hopes to have funds to 
start the local grant-giving fund and support Cultybraggan after the event. 

The most important thing is to make sure that the Culty Quake is a huge success. 

Ian reiterated Joan's comment about Feedback and forms are welcomed this evening  or can 
be returned to the CDT office by Friday 12th March. 
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Who is organising it?  The CDT are happy to organise this if the village supports the idea.  
Crucially local groups and businesses have to be comfortable that they want to support the 
event and take part.  The Working Group, consisting of Chris Grace, Jenni Hendry and 
Andrea Findlay were all present at the meeting and willing to take questions and offers of 
assistance with the organisation of the event. 

Ian also mentioned that a number of volunteers have already come forward with regards to 
marshalling and security. 

 
How will it be decided whether or not to go ahead?  There are forms available tonight to 
all local groups and businesses about how to get involved.  These have to be returned by 
Friday 12th March to the CDT office.  We will then be able to judge if there is enough interest 
to go ahead.  An update will be at the next CDT open meeting on Monday 5th April. 

 
Do we have permission yet?  CDT have applied for a temporary entertainments licence.  
We are hopeful permission will be granted shortly.  

How well organised is it?  The entertainment licence will only be granted if all the 
emergency services and authorities are happy with the arrangements put forward.   

Part 1: Community Open Day 

Ian explained the CDT already has over 700 Members in the local community and would like 
to have more.  The festival will only be advertised locally not nationally as the spirit of the 
event is to involve the local community, their friends and family. 

Why have this?  This bit of the day is all about celebrating our community and giving 
individuals, groups and businesses the opportunity to fund raise, attract members and 
generally have a good time. 

What will happen?  There will be a range of activities from a farmers market, craft market, 
sports, displays, information, exhibitions, food…….whatever people want to organise. 

Will it cost to get in?  The open day will be free 

Does it cost for a ‘pitch’?  Please see the suggested prices list for comment on the back of 
the forms to express your interest. 

Part 2: Music Festival 

Why have this?  Music is a great way to get people together and have a good time. 

What’s the line up?  The suggested line up is designed to give an opportunity to local 
bands and give local people the chance to see some fantastic national and international 
acts.  There will be  time for 6 x 1 hour festival sessions. The provisional line up is: 

15.00   To be decided, however, this slot is reserved for local / young bands. 

16.30   Day of Days from Crieff (mixture of Primal Scream, Kasabian and Placebo). 

18.00   Bulletholes from Comrie 

19.30   Dangelberries (performed at last years Belladrum Festival) 
            http://www.thedangleberries.com/index.php 

21.00   Black Umfolosi 5 from Zimbabwe 
            http://www.blackumfolosimusic.com/black_umfolosi_home.html 

22.30   Treacherous Orchestra from Scotland and headline act.     
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             http://www.treacherousorchestra.com/ 

However, if anyone has any other ideas re the line up please get in touch with the CDT. 

Who is this for and what will it cost?  The festival is aimed at local people and the 
advertising will reflect this.  There will be between 500-600 tickets.  Early bird tickets will be 
£30 and then £35 

How is it going to be organised?  The music festival tent will be a secure area, patrolled by 
stewards.  You will not be allowed to bring alcohol in or out of the camp but there will be a 
bar in the secure marquee area available to ticket holders over the age of 18. You will be 
able to exchange your ticket on the day for a coloured armband.  ID will be required for an 
over 18 armband if there is any doubt about your age. 

What are we looking for?  We want your comments on the line up, someone to take charge 
of the first festival slot, someone to run the bar and folk to run food outlets. 

Does it cost for a ‘pitch’?  Please see the suggested prices list for comment on the back of 
the forms to express your interest. 

What happens next?  You need to complete a ‘Booking and Comments Form’ and return it 
to the CDT office by Friday 12th March 2010. 

Ian explained that what happens at Culty Quake is up to the community, so the more 
feedback the CDT receives the better! 

Q&A: 
 
Q: Will there be a price reduction in the price for under 16s? 
A: As it's a small festival this may not be possible, however, the organisers will discuss this. 
 
Q: What are the plans for car parking at the Open Day and Festival? 
A: As the event is going to be a 'green' one, the organisers are planning on limiting the 
number of cars that have access to the site.  Allotmenteers, businesses that have their 
premises on site etc will be given stickers which will allow access.  However, everyone else 
will be encouraged to take the shuttle buses which will be organised to take people from the 
village to the camp.  The road out to Cultybraggan will also be marshalled. 
 
Q: Where will those attending the Festival stand / sit to listen to the music? 
A: The marquee holds up to 600 people and will therefore accommodate all attendees 
should everyone wish to be inside at once.  However, it is a standing festival, but attendees 
are welcome to bring fold-away chairs etc. 
 
 
Q: Will there be qualified first aiders / medical assistance on site? 
A: Yes.  This is a requirement under the Licence for the event. 
 
Q: Will there be room to dance? 
A: Yes, including space for a mosh pit! 
 
Q: Will the Open Day and Festival be accessible to all? 
A: Yes.  Anyone with special requirements should contact the CDT office prior to the event to 
obtain a sticker to allow access. 
 
Q: Has the event been insured against bad weather? 
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A: The marquee is of sufficient size to accommodate all those attending the music festival 
and there will be a number of Nissen huts available to take shelter in.  However, specific 
insurance has not been looked at but will be in light of this question. 
 
Q: How secure will the site be? 
A: Once the Open Day has finished, marshalls will be checking that no one remains on site.  
The festival-goers will all receive wrist-bands to allow them access to the music site and will 
not have access to any other areas of the camp once the Open Day has finished.  There will 
also be marshalls patrolling the site to ensure that the camp remains secure throughout the 
day. 
 
Q: Who is running the buses?  There will surely be noise from dropping people off in 
the village after the event? 
A: Stagecoach have been approached as will local bus companies, the Co Co Bus etc.  The 
village has hosted events before of a similar size and nature and therefore can 
accommodate such an event. 
 
Q: Is there a budget for the event? 
A: Yes, there is a budget but at present it is subject to a number of variables for example, 
how much the bands cost etc.  In terms of numbers of people on site, the organisers had to 
specify in the Licence information that the upper limit will be no more than 1000 on site. 
 
Q: When will tickets go on sale? 
A: Tickets will go on sale as soon as possible after the Licence has been obtained.  Tickets 
will be available from the CDT office and other outlets throughout the village.  Information 
regarding the event will also be issued at this time. 
 
Q: Will there be a police presence at the event? 
A: Yes.  There is a meeting next week with the police regarding the event. 
 
Q: At what point would the organisers pull the plug on the event should ticket sales be 
poor?  If local businesses and organisations are investing in stock etc for the festival 
they may be left out of pocket should the anticipated numbers not be achieved. 
A: The organisers are planning on offering an early-bird ticket price to encourage people to 
attend the festival.  If this doesn't receive the support anticipated then the tickets will be 
offered to the wider community in Perthshire.  This is to ensure that the above does not 
happen. 
 
Q: Has Dr Irvine been notified of the event? 
A: Yes.  Dr Irvine was one of the first people spoken to regarding the proposal to have the 
event. 
 
Q: Will children be catered for? 
A: Yes.  There will be sports and activities for children to take part in.  This is also an 
opportunity for groups within the village to come forward with ideas.  For example, one of the 
Nissen huts could be used for music, either showcasing local talent or playing music on 
decks. 
 
Q: Will there be additional toilets located around the site. 
A: Yes.  The organisers are in contact with Scotloos and are aware of the anticipated 
numbers of attendees. 
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At this point, Joan Carmichael thanked the organisers, Chris Grace, Andrea Findlay and 
Jenni Hendry for all of their hard work so far and encouraged attendees to think about the 
grant-giving guidelines. 
 
The groups now discussed the Open Day and Festival around the tables for fifteen minutes.  
After this session, Cathy asked the audience if there were any further questions. 
 
Q: At a Real Ale Festival recently visited, with similar aims to that of the Culty Quake, 
attendees were charged for the programme, their ticket and their glass.  The food and 
drink was franchised with 50% going to the festival and 50% to local businesses. 
A: There is a possibility that this could be done at Culty Quake for example local businesses 
could sponsor a barrel of beer.  The Licence would have to be looked at to see how possible 
this would be. 
 
Q: Will there be space for young people to use their skateboards, BMXs, inline skates 
etc? 
A: Yes, there will be space available for the young people in the village to do such activities. 
 
There was a discussion amongst those present about further activities for children and 
families including accessing a mobile climbing wall, exercise classes and mixed gender 
football matches. 
 
Ian also mentioned that there would be all sorts of 'green' activities and stalls at the event 
with information on renewables, composting, recycling, carbon reduction etc. 
 
Those attending were asked if they thought that the festival was a good idea.  Everyone 
present raised their hands.  Most of those present also indicated that they would buy a ticket.   
 
Everyone was encouraged to take away Fact Sheets and Feedback Forms and spread the 
word! 
 
Cathy thanked everyone for attending and concluded this part of the meeting at 20.45. 
 
Renewables: 
Cathy handed over to Will Reid, CDT Delivery Plan Manager to introduce Neil Harrison from 
SAC Consulting regarding the Cultybraggan Renewables Feasibility Study.  Will explained 
that the CDT had recently commissioned SAC to investigate the potential for biomass and 
small-scale hydro at Cultybraggan for the purposes of heating the buildings on the camp. 
Neil gave a presentation regarding the benefits of wood energy and what SAC would be 
doing at Cultybraggan over the next month or so.  Copies of the presentation are available 
on request from the CDT office. 
 
Once the presentation was over, Cathy asked if there were any questions. 
 
Q: Is there enough space at Cultybraggan to store the woodchip necessary to fuel the 
biomass boiler over a long period of time particularly given the winter that we've just 
had? 
A: Neil said that there was ample space for storage for a month's supply and that the most 
favourable place at the moment for this to be located is in the old rifle range. 
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Skatepark Announcement: 
Fran Loots spoke to the audience about a fundraising open mic event for the Skatepark 
Group on Friday 5th March at the White Church.  Tickets cost £5 / £3 and £14 for a family 
ticket and are available in the CDT office, Deli and Post Office.  Fran encouraged everyone 
to come along and support the Skatepark Group. 
 
The next Community Open Meeting will take place on Monday 03 May 2010 in the WRI Hall. 
 
Office details: 
Address - Comrie Development Trust, 5 Dunira Street, Comrie 
Telephone - 01764 670769 
Email -  Emma Margrett : emargrett@comrie.org.uk 
  Isla Valenti: ivalenti@comrie.org.uk 
  Will Reid: wreid@comrie.org.uk 
  Andy Heming: aheming@comrie.org.uk 
  General email: cdt@comrie.org.uk 
Normal office hours – 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday 
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