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Comrie Development Trust                                   Junior Climate Challenge   

From Tots to Teens 

Summary 

Contact was made with young people – from tots to teens from Comrie and 

surrounding areas.  Ideas were tested out for an eco-event based at Comrie Croft 

and young people were invited to enjoy some eco-related activities and share 

thoughts about how to improve the environment and lower their carbon foot print 

over a two day event. 

From tots to teens, over 100 people participated in an event held in February 2013.  

This included 87 children and adults directly participating in activities and 15 locally 

based organisations and businesses with 26 staff and volunteers providing 

everything from food through to activities and to accommodation.  In the process 

over 50 native trees were planted. 

Two key themes emerged from the event and subsequent discussions. One is 

around Active Travel and the other around planting and growing.  Recommendations 

are made for taking these themes forward. 

Background information 

Comrie Development Trust have run a carbon challenge project over the past few 

years undertaking initiatives to reduce the carbon footprint of the village using the 

broad themes of Waste, Food/Land Use, Energy ( heat and electricity), Transport 

and Behaviour Change.  This has included supporting insulation of houses; 

encouraging participation in an audit of the village footprint and obtaining pledges of 

action to reduce this further; running  waste awareness fortnights; setting up and 

supporting initiatives at Cultybraggan such as the Orchard Working group, 

Allotments Association and introducing renewable energy options for heating and 

lighting at the camp for businesses.  Much of this work has been supported through 

the Scottish Government Climate Challenge Fund.  A junior version of this fund has 

now been set up and administrators of the fund, Keep Scotland Beautiful, are keen 

to receive proposals developed with young people that will reduce their carbon 

footprint.  Seed funding was given through The Climate Challenge Fund to run an 

event for young people and test out interest in the idea of a junior climate challenge 

project. 
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From Tots to Teens 

An event was run during the in-service days on 20th/21st February 2013.  

The overall aim of the event was to see if there is interest in a ‘junior’ climate 

challenge project that engages with young people on the topic so they feel inspired 

and empowered to take action (and reduce their carbon footprint).   

For pre-school and the primary age pupils the catchment area targeted is Comrie 

(and pupils at Comrie Primary School).  For secondary aged pupils the area targeted 

is based on the catchment area for Crieff High School. This followed a ballot of 

pupils at the High School in December where they voted for a Strathearn wide 

project.   

The event took place over two days using Comrie Croft, a local independent hostel 

that has a strong ethos supporting conservation, sustainability and low carbon 

approaches.   

The event started with toddlers and parents on Wed morning, followed by primary 

age youngsters arriving for the afternoon and finishing around 4:30pm. Then 

teenagers took part in a residential leaving on Thursday afternoon. Over 100 people 

participated in the event involved.  This included 87 children and adults directly 

participating in activities and 15 locally based organisations and businesses with 26 

staff and volunteers providing everything from food through to activities and to 

accommodation( see Appendix III).  In the process over 50 native trees were 

planted. 
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Sowing the Seeds – Starting Young 

The toddler session was run by Cultybraggan Outdoor Playgroup and was attended 

by 10 parents (including those delivering the session) and 12 children.  The toddlers 

had a guided nature walk up to an area behind the Croft where they planted trees 

before descending to watch a tree being felled.  They each then took a slice of the 

tree to the steading area and had a go at splitting it before making some paper.  The 

children were thus involved in the whole cycle of a tree from planting to using it.  

Both parents and children loved the activities and were so engaged that some were 

still there when the primary aged youngsters arrived. 

The intense interest and concentration shown by the children throughout the 

activities was marked.  In particular, they were engrossed when using tools, from 

spades for digging to the log splitter.  

 

Parents, speaking on behalf of their children, were keen to see ‘discovery’ activities 

to encourage them to explore their environment and appreciate it with a view to them 

having a stake in protecting the environment for the future and understanding the 

value of a lower carbon footprint.  Parents were specifically keen to see more 

activities such as tree planting and growing of plants alongside toddlers being 

involved in helping prepare tracks in the area that would increase the opportunities to 

walk and cycle in the area.   
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Tots enjoying the cycle of the tree from planting to… 

                      

 

          

                                          

 

chopping down and splitting wood then making paper   
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The Primary Target? Strength in Numbers 

The response from the primary age group was very strong and positive. Forty six 

children and 14 parents signed up for the afternoon.  This involved: working with 

recycled materials to produce a wind propelled car with REMAKE; making spears 

and talking about energy and food sources with Do It Outdoors; planting trees with 

Comrie Croft supported by Comrie in Colour; charting their mode of travel to school 

with maps supplied by Sustrans; sharing thoughts about ways to improve the 

environment through low carbon actions. 

Groups of up to 15 children were facilitated through the process of 

activities and discussions.  Written comments were captured from 

36 children on the day(Appendix I).  Feedback from facilitators and 

workshop providers was that the children were strongly motivated 

and knowledgeable about environmental issues in general and had 

a genuine appetite for what they were doing.  

 

 

 

Two main themes have emerged from this age group. One focussed around active 

travel and the other around planting and growing with secondary interest in litter, 

recycling and energy reduction.  A less carbon focussed interest in outdoor activities 

was also articulated by some.  This interest however does complement the interest 

in active travel. 
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We could have a 'Big Plant' 

and plant as many trees or 

flowers as we can in an 

empty field or park 

I would like to 
clean up the junk 
in / around the 
atmosphere 

 

I would like to go 

cycling with a 

group so I can be 

more active 

Walk to school 

more 

Walking more 

instead of driving 

Plant flowers, do 

more Remake, 

plant trees, pick up 

litter, go for a walk 

To be able to cycle 

around the village 

safely 

Would like to learn more about 

nature and wildlife. How to look 

after them and what to look out 

for in our area 

Some suggestions 

made by primary 

aged children at 

Comrie Croft Event 

about what they 

would like to see 

happen 
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Journey to school 

A map of the journey to school was produced with children indicating how they most 

often travelled to school. This showed that of the 32 children that completed this 

exercise: 6 travel by taxi from beyond the village; 6 come by car to school from within 

the village; 13 children regularly walk and 7 regularly cycle.  This survey who was 

later extended to the travel committee in the primary school and when that was 

completed it showed 8 (17%) children coming by taxi from beyond the village, 11 

(23%) travelling by car from within the village, 19 (41%) walking and 9 (19%) coming 

by cycle (57 children in total).  It should be noted that the number for cycling also 

included scooters. 

 

Whilst for some children there is no option but to travel by car as they live too far 

outside the village and therefore need to come by taxi, this is not the case for the 

rest of the children who arrive by car.  Almost a quarter of the children journey by car 

to school and live in the village.  This suggests that there is scope to work on and 

improve this.  It is well documented that the school run, contributes to congestion 

and carbon emissions.  There is potential to work with the school on developing an 

active school travel plan.  Sustrans are keen to support this too. 

Tricky Teens – quality rather than quantity 

Fourteen teenagers signed up for the residential though there was initial interest 

from 30 youngsters attending Crieff High School.  The invitation was extended to 

P7’s at Comrie Primary when it was clear the expressed interest would not translate 

into bookings.   In the end, eleven actually turned up and participated in the event 

aged from 11-18 years of age with three booked but not showing up on the day. In 

addition to taking part in some mountain biking around the pump track at Comrie 

Croft, supported by the Active Schools and Bushcraft skills, the main focus and 

challenge to the youngsters was to produce a ‘viral video’ on climate challenge 

matters.  An art session along with viewing some videos to spark ideas helped in the 

creative process and inputs on carbon footprinting gave an injection of information to 

encourage factual aspects. We now have three quality videos as a result of this and 

additional views and ideas captured on video of perspectives on the whole area.   

17% 

41% 
19% 

23% 

Journey to school 

Taxi outwith village Walk Cycle Car in village
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The teenagers also worked 

alongside Wilde Thyme in preparing 

their own evening meal and were 

tasked with asking questions about 

how they operated and their 

approach to food.  

 

 

 

 

Wilde thyme focus on buying quality 

local Scottish produce and operate 

from Cultybraggan camp.  Here they 

have taken measures to reduce the 

carbon footprint through looking at how 

the premises generate heat and 

electricity. 

 

 

They then had some ‘chill time’ producing their own music guided by local musician 

John Paul Mason. 

The overwhelming interest from this group was around engaging with active travel 

and particularly a chance to increase their skills in terms of mountain biking.  They all 

said they would cycle more for leisure and in general to get to places if there were 

more suitable paths available with a Comrie to Crieff cycle route being the top 

favourite, especially linking to Comrie Croft so they could access the pump track and 

bike trails.  They were also enthusiastic about the idea of running a similar event in 

the future but with more young people there and several asked that it run for longer.  

They were keen to act as advocates and encourage others to participate in the 

future.  They felt they had learned more from the event about carbon footprinting and 

were particularly surprised at the relative carbon footprints for different countries 

around the world and were interested in looking at a global perspective.  There were 

comments on how the event had made them think more about where their food 

came from and what they do with waste.   
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They enjoyed the video 

work and saw it as a 

positive element to the 

event.  They also enjoyed 

the opportunity to take part 

in physical activities, 

particularly the mountain 

biking.  The quality of food 

was also commented on 

and the value of having the 

music session. 

 

 

They took three different approaches to making a video.  The key message from a 

group of boys was to encourage people to switch off their computers,  X – boxes and 

other gaming machines and get out and do something active like mountain biking 

thus reducing their carbon footprint.  For another group the focus was on waste and 

how to minimise the impact on the planet through reducing, reusing and recycling 

goods.  The final group looked at the bigger global impact of carbon emissions on 

the wider natural environment, and what steps to take to protect wildlife. 

 

Feedback from facilitators and workshop leaders was that overall, this group were 

motivated and keen to engage with the issues but it would have been difficult to 

engage and capture any quality information with a much larger group.  Indeed, any 

more than around 15-18 young people would have meant a ‘policing’ operation of 

limited value. The degree of engagement seems at this age in reverse proportion to 

the age.  The older they are, the less likely they are to engage….Optimum for 

enthusiasm and contribution seems to be P7 –S2 age bracket. 
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Summary of themes   

Two strong themes around active travel and an interest in planting trees and growing 

things came through from across the age groups.  

Active Travel 

There is an appetite from tots to teens to engage in active ways to get around such 

as walking and cycling.  This interest for active travel is shared by the primary 

school, parents, active school coordinators and other organisations, in particular safe 

cycling and walking routes and a chance to improve skills and confidence in cycling.  

A meeting with the travel committee of the primary school was held after the event at 

Comrie Croft to find out a bit more about the kind of initiatives they would like to 

support.  This committee consists of 20 children representing every year group in the 

School.  They put forward three different ideas and voted on them.  The first idea 

was to have a bike borrow/rental system but this received few votes.  Most children 

when asked said they actually have bikes and so they felt this was not really an 

issue.  The other two suggestions were to have cycle classes/clubs and also to have 

more places and safer places for scooters and bikes at school.  There was interest in 

both of these ideas with this storage issue having the most votes.  In the winter time 

there is limited storage space due to a lot of mud around the area where bikes are 

stored around the back of the school.  As a result few children cycle to school in 

winter and on wet days as they don’t want to leave their bikes at the front of the 

school. 

There was concern expressed by the children on the travel committee that, due to a 

change in focus, the police will no longer be assessing cycling proficiency in school. 

As one youngster commented: 

 “Cycling proficiency was a big part of school but it is now stopped and there is 

nothing to replace it.”   

Teachers are also concerned about the loss of cycling proficiency.  The school has 

enthusiastically embraced the ‘Big Pedal’ run by Sustrans. They have organised for 

‘Skinny Tyres’, a Perthshire company, to run a cycle maintenance workshop during a 

one off visit in April and are keen to support further cycling initiatives.   

The Active School Coordinator for the school felt that there was a real need for skills-

based cycling to happen sooner as by upper primary, those who had few 

opportunities to learn to cycle were too far behind to catch up and lacked confidence 

to take part in anything on offer.  Last year the Active Schools Coordinator for Crieff 

High ran a cycling course for the P7 girls from the catchment area for the high school 

with Sustrans. They all successfully completed a block of cycling.  There were 

however no girls from Comrie Primary School.   
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Feedback from all involved with cycling is that it is in many ways too late by the time 

youngsters are in P7 to start skills work because if they are not cycling confidently by 

then, they are unlikely to take it up.  The gross motor skills of some are poor as they 

take part in little activity generally.  They recommend that cycling needs to start at 

least by P5 to see the behaviour become a regular part of what they do and support 

a low carbon lifestyle and essentially, the earlier the better. 

Work by Sustrans in Ireland to reduce the use of cars to transport children in rural 

areas to school provides a good body of evidence and a model of what works in 

bringing about effective behaviour change1.  

This project came up with a 10 point plan for success. The most pertinent points for 

Comrie are: 

 build confidence within schools to promote walking and cycling  

 help the school to set up a School Travel Group, chaired by a “champion” of 

active travel, comprising pupils, staff, parents and governors to organise 

regular events and to develop a School Travel Plan (there is already a travel 

committee of pupils and staff but not wider membership) 

 liaise between the school and agencies to ensure the provision of cycle 

parking, high quality pedestrian crossings and new and improved walking and 

cycling paths 

 advise and support the school on running special events to both inspire and 

reward children and parents for walking and cycling to school 

 ensure the provision of training to encourage safe walking and cycling 

 rigorously evaluate the impact through before and after surveys of pupils, 
parents and staff and their attitudes to walking and cycling to school  

 oversee official completion of different aspects of the projects, inviting 
ministers and local elected representatives to celebrate the success of 
schools and pupils, and promote the benefits of active school travel to the 
wider public 
 

There is lots of evidence suggesting that if you can get children active and regularly 

cycling and walking when they are younger they are more likely to take this habit 

through with them into the teen years and on into adult hood.  Results from surveys 

and projects in other areas suggest that people who cycle and walk generally lead a 

more active lifestyle and will look at cycling/walking to work and taking other low 

carbon options when they can2.   

                                                           
1
 

http://www.sustrans.org.uk/assets/files/Ireland/Rural%20Safe%20Routes%20to%20
Schools%20Project%20Review%20Jan09.pdf 
2
 http://www.sustrans.org.uk/resources/in-the-news/childrens-health-and-active-travel-the-evidence-

continues-to-mount 
 

http://www.sustrans.org.uk/assets/files/Ireland/Rural%20Safe%20Routes%20to%20Schools%20Project%20Review%20Jan09.pdf
http://www.sustrans.org.uk/assets/files/Ireland/Rural%20Safe%20Routes%20to%20Schools%20Project%20Review%20Jan09.pdf
http://www.sustrans.org.uk/resources/in-the-news/childrens-health-and-active-travel-the-evidence-continues-to-mount
http://www.sustrans.org.uk/resources/in-the-news/childrens-health-and-active-travel-the-evidence-continues-to-mount
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There is interest in cycling from teenagers and from Comrie Youth Extreme Sports 

who are campaigning locally for a bike and skate park in the village. Scootering is 

increasingly being taken up and also being used as a way to get to school by 

younger ones. 

The outdoor playgroup is keen on the idea of introducing balance bikes and getting 

confidence in cycling very young.  Balance bikes are starter bikes with no brakes or 

pedals that focus on the core skill of balance on a bike which is fundamental to 

confident cycling.  Ten have been purchased to support development of work with 

this age group. Perth and Kinross Council run courses for this and have tried a taster 

in Comrie but cannot commit to a programme of classes as they are not able to bring 

bikes out to the area.  They can support a class if bikes are available locally. 

An issue to consider in developing an active travel project is the limited number of 

people who can coach and tutor in cycling.  Training of a pool of volunteers would be 

essential for long-term sustainability.   

Walking requires less resourcing, though to develop a walking project that embraced 

the whole school and wider community may require some input.  There is interest in 

the wider community in walking with enthusiasm from some individuals for a 

children’s walking festival.  This idea has not been tested out further though the 

responses from children attending the young eco day suggest that they too are keen 

to walk more. 

.  Based on the interest shown, there is potential for an active travel project. It is 

recommended that a project proposal be taken forward that develops walking and 

cycling opportunities from a young age through: 

 Establishing regular classes that progressively increase the skill levels and 

confidence from toddlers to teens; hosting events throughout the year for fun 

that encourage an ethos of cycling and walking 

 Developing infra-structure works including: safe off route walking and cycling 

pathways with some priority being given to the Crieff to Comrie core path, 

especially linking to Comrie Croft; an off road route to Cultybraggan and the 

development of a track there for cycle training; building of the skate and bike 

park in Laggan Park as this is accessible for everyone in the village and 

provides a safe route from school 

 Training of a pool of adult volunteers for longer term sustainability in terms of 

leading cycling and walking events 

To facilitate development of a child focused project,  it is proposed to hold a follow up 

day on active travel involving cycling to Cultybraggan with a coaching/training input 

at the camp and also to encourage youngsters to take part in an exchange visit to a 

cycling and active travel project in Highland Perthshire.   
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Cycling was popular with the 

teens who were impressed 

with the pump track at Comrie 

Croft 

‘I got a real rush out of it.  

Other people should try it….’ 

What stops them accessing it 

and improving cycling skills is 

there is no alternative to the 

busy A85 for getting there.  

‘It would be good if there were 

other places to go that were 

not so dangerous.’ 

They were keen to see more 

cycle tracks in the area 

generally. 

‘It would be really good to 

have a track from Muthill to 

Crieff  and Crieff to Comrie’ 
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Growing Food and Trees 

There is also an appetite from both toddlers and the primary school level to engage 

in tree planting and food growing. The primary school is committed to the eco school 

process and the school is working well in this area with competent and committed 

volunteers.  They have a range of plans for improving the area around the school 

including raised beds for planting of vegetables, an area for an Orchard, as well as 

developing outdoor learning further.  The children have been involved in the forming 

of all the plans through the various committees that meet, usually on a weekly basis.  

Each committee involves children from across the school and is chaired by a pupil 

and supported by a teacher.  There is an eco-committee, a travel committee, a 

global committee and a health committee that all have an interest in low carbon 

related initiatives. The P5’s are the main group involved in food growing through a 

‘gardening club’.  This is supported by a couple of very enthusiastic and 

knowledgeable adult volunteers.  

On a practical level, they would welcome support to improve the composting.   

In a meeting with the eco-committee (around 20 children from across the year 

groups), who have responsibility for looking at biodiversity as well as recycling and 

litter management, it was clear that children were most interested in the biodiversity 

part of their remit.  Children are particularly keen to encourage biodiversity and are 

very excited by the thought of insect hotels in the quiet garden beside the nursery.   

The toddlers and their parents were very enthusiastic about planting trees and 

regular opportunities to this could be facilitated by having several occasions a year 

where they are involved in tree planting both at Cultybraggan and at Comrie Croft. 

It is recommended that any food/growing based element to a project be done with a 

light touch so as to gently support what is already happening.   

 

In order to maintain a connection with trees planted at Comrie Croft, an annual event 

could be held, providing an opportunity to see how their trees are getting on and to 

discover some of the issues around growing trees and the carbon cycle of trees. 
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Background information, preparation and follow up from the event 

We originally planned to engage in November 2012 with youngsters about the 

design of the event at Comrie Croft but this was postponed when the flooding 

happened in Comrie.  December was discarded as too busy to engage with the 

primary school so engaging with them started in earnest in January 2013.  (See 

Appendix IV for details) 

A ballot was held of High school pupils to find out what support there was for an 

event in December 2012 (see Appendix II).  There was positive support from the 

High School for the initiative. A presentation was made to P5/6 assembly and a 

powerpoint presentation shown at some other assemblies and in some Personal and 

Social Education classes. There was a reasonable interest expressed in the event as 

a result of this though two attempts to meet youngsters were poorly supported. 

Contact was made with PKC Youth Services and Logos Youth Club including two 

visits to the S1 club run by Logos in Crieff (there is currently no general teenage 

youth club in Comrie).  The youngsters were a little unsure about the event but 

wanted to see videoing and mountain biking as part of anything happening. There 

was discussion with Comrie Youth Extreme Sports Group and contact was made 

with Beavers and Guides and other youth organisations in the wider catchment area. 

It was harder to engage with teenagers and the plan to work through existing groups 

was hampered by a protective response from PKC Youth Services who acted as 

gate keepers and were not keen to support a presence during their weekly lunchtime 

drop-in sessions at the high school, though there was support from Logos the Crieff 

based youth club run by the church. 

A follow up meeting has been held with facilitators at the event and the video’s have 

been viewed at assemblies in the primary school.  Viral videos are to be made 

available on YouTube. 

Conclusions 

There is strong interest in an active travel project as outlined above.  Whilst there is 

strong interest in growing and tree planting from the younger children much of this is 

already happening so any support should be gentle and very much led by the school. 

Supplementary opportunities could be offered for young people to assist with the 

Orchard at Cultybraggan and tree planting on the Hill Ground as well as 

opportunities to see progress on the trees planted at Comrie Croft. 

An active travel project, starting with targeting the school run, would produce not only 

carbon reductions, but also generally improve the health of children and give them 

skills for life.  It also appeals right across the age range and the proposals for 

infrastructure works echoes what a number of adults would like to see happen too.  

In addition to direct ways to reduce carbon such as the school run, children who are 

active outdoors are not inside playing on computers, gaming machines and other 

electronic devices. Thus carbon savings can come from switching off gadgets. 
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If a junior climate challenge bid is put forward then an active travel project would get 

buy in across the ages and stages.   

Recommendations 

It is recommended that a junior climate challenge bid be made with a focus on active 

travel and incorporating an annual event similar to the one held this year at Comrie 

Croft.  

An active travel project would: 

 Establish regular classes that progressively increase the skill levels and 

confidence from toddlers to teens; hosting events throughout the year for fun 

that encourage an ethos and culture of cycling and walking 

 Develop the infra-structure to support this focussing on: safe off routes for 

walking and cycling with some priority being given to the Crieff to Comrie 

path, especially linking to Comrie Croft; an off road route to Cultybraggan and 

the development of a track there for road cycle training; building of the skate 

and bike park in Laggan Park as this is accessible for everyone in the village 

and provides a safe route from school 

 Train  a pool of adult volunteers for longer term sustainability in terms of 

leading cycling and walking events 

 Support children and their families to develop active travel plans 

 

An annual event would be a good way of checking in each year that the project is on 

target and raise general awareness in a fun way with young people.  It would also 

offer a chance for discussion, reflection and forward planning as well as the chance 

to check in on the progress of the trees planted in previous years. It is a positive way 

to engage with the teens in particular and a future event already has advocates 

enthusiastic from this year. The aim of the event would be to raise awareness of 

climate change issues, check progress and set targets for the following year in a 

child friendly way and have some more qualitative discussions on supporting low 

carbon lifestyles.   

In the short term it is recommended that a day around active travel be held in 

combination with the ‘March to the Camp’ in June, with a focus on cycling for the 

under 18’s and the possibility of training a pool of adult volunteers in cycle skills be 

investigated. 

It is also recommended that additional opportunities for growing and planting trees 

that link in with children be explored by the CDT Board. 
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Appendix I                                   What participants said 

Comments from Day One (Primary aged) 

 Pick up litter 

Get Daddy to stop leaving the tap on 

Walk to school more 

Go walking, plant trees, recycling 

I really like trees, we should plant more 

To be able to cycle around the village safely 

We could have a 'Big Plant' and plant as many trees or flowers as we can in an 
empty field or park 

More recycling in Comrie 

I would like the opportunity to do some hiking or challenging hill walking 

Bug hotels 

Walk to school more 

I would like to clean up the junk in / around the atmosphere 

I would like to go cycling with a group so I can be more active 

Don't use steam trains 

Don't use much energy 

Outdoor swimming or gorge walking 

Planting trees 

Making things out of wood 

Make my own turbine 

For people to stop using petrol 

More outdoorsy things - the reason why we don't do much of these things is 
because of the weather, snow and rain, hail and that kind of thing - mountaineering / 
abseiling 

Mountaineering club - up Glenturret - enjoying the mountains 

Would like to learn more about nature and wildlife. How to look after them and what 
to look out for in our area 

Nature hunt - go walking to find different bugs and flowers and tick them off a list 

Walk more to school and pick up litter 
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Have showers 

Plant flowers, do more Remake, plant trees, pick up litter, go for a walk 

Walking more instead of driving 

When you go on holiday go on a train instead of a plane 

Plant trees around Comrie 

People to take the train 

Cycle more 

Plant more flowers and trees 

Pick up litter 

Make footballs out of plastic bags 

Do not cut down baby trees 
Get more creative 
 

Comments from Day Two  Teenagers 

 I enjoyed it and would like to do it again but for longer. 

I wish I had stayed the night! 

I enjoyed it and I would like to have stayed for longer. 
I really enjoyed myself and I would like to do something like this again - maybe 
longer? I really liked the mountain biking. 

Penguins are dancing but dying. 

I loved the mountain biking. 

More mountain biking. 

Very good all round - only thing was that I wanted more biking. 

I liked the mountain biking and I would like to do it again. 

More time to make video. 

Do mountain biking again. 

Loved the mountain biking. 

The music was really nice; we got to know each other. 

I would recommend it to lots of my friends. 

The video was fun to make. 

I wish we had more time. 

Next time it should be longer. Maybe a week or two nights. 
I loved making the video but maybe it would be better if we had longer to film and 
edit it? 

Missed out on the fire building. 

I really liked the mountain biking, movie-making and games. 

I thought the food was amazing and I really enjoyed the activities. 

It was good - would do it again. 

It was really good - I would do it again. 

Our fire was better! 

Get more lads and it will improve. 

Really good experience, learned a lot! 

Should do it again and I would come, more stuff outside. 
 

  



21 
 

Appendix II                   Survey of High School Interest 
 
Survey forms were handed out to the school along with a short presentation  about 

the proposed event.  One direct verbal presentation was made to S5/6 assembly. 

Presentations were also given by teachers using powerpoint in Personal Social 

Education classes. 

Responses were collated at school and handed over. As a result of the ballot, 29 

young people interested in the residential event and 15 interested in helping to plan 

the event.  This included some who are not interested in the residential so it is not 

clear if that is because of prior commitments or because they are not keen on a 

residential. Of those interested in attending almost half are from Comrie.   

When asked about if a project should be Comrie only or Strathearn wide, the 

majority are wanting something Strathearn wide with only one person from Comrie 

clearly saying they wanted a Comrie only project.  A further 4 from Comrie  ticked 

yes for Comrie only but also for Strathearn wide….The remaining youngsters who 

ticked Comrie only were from outwith the area. Total support for Strathearn wide is 

74 versus 15 for Comrie only so that seems conclusive for a wider based project for 

that age group. 
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Appendix III    Organisations involved in event  

 

Organisations/individuals contributing  
to event 

Role 

Comrie Croft Hostel and Bikes Accommodation, bikes, trees 
 

Comrie in Colour 
 

Help with tree planting 

Comrie Community Minibus 
 

Transport 

Comrie Deli 
 

Locally sourced snacks and lunch 

Cultybraggan Outdoor Playgroup 
 

Leading toddler session 

Wilde Thyme 
 

Evening meal using Scottish 
ingredients 

Remake 
 

Workshop primary age 

Do It Outdoors 
 

Workshop primary & teenage 

Breathing Space Outdoors 
 

Overall organisation & lead facilitator 

June McEwan local artist 
 

Creative ideas for teens 

Catriona Carstairs local artist/film maker 
 

Videoing support 

Helen McRorie local artist/film maker 
 

Videoing 

New Caledonian Woodlands 
 

Workshop for teens 

Western Strathearn Youth Clubs 
 

Facilitation support primary age 

Lindsey Green youth worker 
 

Facilitation support primary & teenage 

PKC Active Schools Coordinator 
 

Overseeing mountain biking 

John Paul Mason Local musician 
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Appendix IV  Organisations contacted about the event 
 

Organisations and people contacted 
about the event 

Extent of contact and response to 
ideas of project 

Comrie Primary School   3 visits before, 3 follow up with 
committees and assemblies.  Very 
positive and keen children 

Crieff High School One assembly and two other visits 
plus ballot. School supportive. Pupils 
mixed response. 

Morrisons Academy Met eco committee keen on global 
perspectives and on growing things. 
Unable to attend event as clashed 
with their school dates. 

Comrie Beavers Spoke to leader.  Supportive 

Comrie Guides Spoke to leader.  Supportive 

Comrie Youth Extreme Sports Spoke with group. Supportive of 
biking mixed views on anything else 

Comrie Toddlers Spoke to committee members.  
Supportive 

Comrie Outdoor Playgroup Very supportive  

Crieff Guides Spoke to leader.  Supportive 

Air Cadets Crieff Spoke to leader.  Supportive 

Muthill Youth Club Spoke to leader.  Supportive 

Logos Youth Club (same catchment as 
High School) 

Leader & staff supportive. Young 
people like idea of videoing but 
unsure of residential. 2 visits plus 
phone calls 

Western Strathearn Youth Clubs 
(covering Comrie and St. Fillians) 

Supportive not fully operating just 
now.  Provided facilitation support 

Perth and Kinross Youth Services Supportive in theory but little 
practical support 

 
 

This report has been written by Fran Loots in her role as key facilitator and organiser  

Thanks and acknowledgement to CDT staff and Board Member Emma Margrett for 

support in organising the event. 

 

 


