Open Community Meeting
WRI, Nurses Lane, Comrie
Monday 01 December 2008, 7.30pm
MINUTE OF MEETING
In attendance
Directors: Cathy Tilbrook (Chair), Fran Loots, Jim Buchanan, David Robertson,
Eunice Cartwright, Chris Palmer, William Levack
Apologies
Directors: Alan Caldwell, Trish Withey, Felicity Snowsill, Ian Findlay
Welcome
A welcome to those present (some 25 people) on what was a very cold evening was
extended by the Chair.
Working Group Updates
Youth
Fran Loots provided an update on the Youth Group. Developments on the skatepark
are moving swiftly, costs from local contractors are being sought for the required
works at the site at Laggan Park. A student working on the project has aided
immensely with everyone being very impressed by the progress of the project.
The Drama group is continuing to meet regularly and thoughts for a show in the new
year are progressing.
Cinema
The Cinema Club are showing 2 films this coming weekend – Kung Foo Panda
(matinee at 2.30pm) and The Chorus [Les Choristes] (8pm) both in the WRI Hall.
Oral History
Eunice Cartwright provided an update on the Oral History Project confirming that the
£14,700 award from the Heritage Lottery Fund has been received. Original costings
for project equipment are being revisited, it is hoped that this will allow the group to
purchase more sophisticated equipment than first thought. The group are delighted
with the growing bank of information collated so far with one interview having taken
place, however the interviews will commence in January 2009 once all equipment is
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received. It was announced that Chris Sanderson has stepped down from this group
and thanks were given for her input.
CoCo Bus
The CoCo Bus group has approached CDT to discuss the possibility of CDT taking
over the general running of the service. A decision on whether this will happen will be
taken following the Easter weekend sale – this decision is open for all to comment
on.
Sports
Chris Warburton provided an update on the Sports group. The group are discussing
the best way in which to gain views from the village on what is wanted –
leaflet/questionnaire going out to the whole village. Big Lottery Fund paperwork is
currently being completed – assistance by the CDT office to complete the paperwork
was requested and agreed. A possible source of funding for this project was passed
over to the group from the floor.
Cultybraggan
Chris Palmer provided an update on Cultybraggan. The group continues to meet
every Tuesday morning. It was confirmed that the planning permission currently
lodged with the local authority has been granted. There are a few outstanding issues
that are currently being discussed with Peter Marshall (Perth & Kinross Council
Planning Dept.). The issue regarding contamination by heavy metals has been
concluded – 4 soil samples taken have returned with clear results that are well below
the threshold levels however P&K Council are concerned about soil contamination by
hydrocarbons which is currently delaying the ploughing of the land. It is hoped the
outcome of this will be known timeously from the Land Contamination Officer at the
Council.
The target date for a conclusion on the On-site Sewage Treatment Plant is 16.12.08
and no particular problems are envisaged with the planning application being
granted.
Tender packages for electricity, water and drainage are currently out with local
contractors – submissions are due for return by 05.12.08. It was confirmed that
current funding applications have been submitted with early indication of positive
feedback however a full update will be brought to the next Open Meeting in 2009.
Lease negotiations are ongoing with Wild Thyme regarding their move into
Cultybraggan site in April 2009.
Letters to all parties who previously showed interest in possibly renting Nissen Huts
at Cultybraggan have been sent out requesting feedback of intention by 08.12.08. It
was confirmed that essential repairs on the Nissen Huts prior to occupation would
cost the Trust in the region of £3k per unit, any further upgrades required by tenants
would need to be paid for by the tenant themselves.
The sale of the cottage on the Cultybraggan site was confirmed and part of the
revenue from the sale would be used to pay off the loan.
The bunker is currently being marketed with some interest already being shown from
some parties. An update was requested from the floor on the current situation
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involving the sewage outlet pipe at Cultybraggan – an update was given that this is
currently ongoing.
The Allotments group is meeting regularly with lease agreements currently being
looked at. The next piece of work is marking out the plot areas and ploughing the
land. Plot holders are currently being asked whether they wish their plots ploughed or
whether they wish to dig it over themselves. The next meeting of this group will take
place on 03.12.08.
Access
Jim Buchanan provided an update on access. The Perth & Kinross Council Core
Paths Consultation period closes on 31 December 2008 – any comments please
contact either Jim Buchanan or Cathy Tilbrook. Alternatively objections can be given
directly to the council, this can be done either in writing or on-line and Jim Buchanan
can assist on how to do this.
Comrie Carbon Challenge
Cathy Tilbrook provided an update on the Comrie Carbon Challenge. The media
launch took place on 11.11.08 which included Richard Lochhead (Cabinet Secretary
for Rural Affairs and the Environment) and Patrick Harvie (MSP, Green Party) as well
as representatives from Alyth and Letham community projects. The media coverage
in the Scotsman, GMTV, STV and Radio Scotland was all very positive and Scottish
Government was pleased with how well the launch went. The media also covered the
Energy Audit pilot carried out in a CDT member’s house.
An introduction took place to the two new full-time CDT staff members, Emma
Margrett and Isla Valenti. Both gave a short talk to the meeting on their background
and themselves.
It was confirmed that any leaflets, certificates, announcements from any of the Clubs
running within Comrie were welcome in the new CDT office in Dunira Street – please
pop in to have them displayed within. The new CDT office will officially open
following the switch on of the Christmas Lights on Thursday 4 th December 2008 at
approx. 7.15pm – everyone is most welcome.
CDT Business Plan
This is currently in its final version with proof reading taking place. Entitled “Comrie –
Our Plans for a Sustainable Future 2009-2014” this builds on the earlier Business
Plan for Cultybraggan and seeks views on how Comrie should look in the future. The
document will be sent to all Trust members in December. It will also be displayed
around the village and made available on the www.comrie.org website.
Comments/views from everyone in Comrie are welcomed up to the closing date of
end February 2009.
Date of next meeting
It was agreed that the next meeting date should be set for Monday 2 nd February
2009 as the 5 January date would be too close to the return after the Christmas and
New Year holiday break.
Close of meeting : 8.40pm
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