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Open Community Meeting 
 

WRI Hall, Nurses Lane, Comrie 
 

Monday 01 February 2010, 7.30pm 
 

MINUTE OF MEETING 
 

CDT Directors: Cathy Tilbrook (chair), Ian Findlay, Eunice Cartwright, Fran Loots, David 
Robertson, Felicity Snowsill, Blair Urquhart, Jim Buchanan (Vice Chair), William Levack.  
CDT staff: Isla Valenti, Emma Margrett, Will Reid, Andy Heming 
 
Welcome 
A very warm welcome was extended to those who attended this Community Open Meeting. 
 
Cathy Tilbrook, volunteer CDT Board member and Chair, thanked everyone for attending 
and welcomed Alistair Kay, Cameron Carstairs and Emma MacGregor from the Comrie 
Skatepark Group who wanted to speak to the meeting about their skatepark project.  
 
Alistair Kay spoke on behalf of the group to update the meeting that the skatepark planning 
application had been rejected by Perth & Kinross Council (P&KC). The group will be starting 
a petition and encourage as many people to sign up as possible to support a new plan. The 
current rejected planning application was supported by sports representatives of P&KC 
however did receive some local objections on the grounds of visual impact etc which were 
upheld by P&KC planners. The Skatepark Group will consider other areas within Laggan 
Park, alongside the Laggan Park Committee, such as a site closer to the road. A planner 
from P&KC will be coming out to discuss further options with the Skatepark Group and 
Comrie Community Council & the Laggan Park Committee (both are very supportive of the 
plan to have a skatepark for the children of Comrie). 
Questions from the floor: 
Q. Could some of the BMX area at the back of the Field of Refuge be used for the 
skatepark? 
A. Unfortunately not as there are too many trees therefore too many leaves which would 
present a health and safety risk for the skateboarders. 
Q. Could the skatepark be sited at Cultybraggan or the Jubilee Park ? 
A. It is felt that Cultybraggan is too far away for some of the younger children to be going to 
independently and as there is no off road access to Cultybraggan as yet the road is too 
dangerous for children to be walking. Also, the Jubilee Park is a little too small to 
accommodate a skatepark. 
Q. Do you think people will sign your petition ? 
A. The floor were asked for a response which was a positive one to signing a petition. 
Q. Could the petition be displayed at various places throughout the village ? 
A. Yes it is hoped to display it in the CDT office, library, post office, cancer shop etc. and if 
anyone wishes to see any more detailed information regarding the strathearn area local plan 
clauses etc please contact Fran Loots on : 679785. 
On behalf of the meeting, Cathy expressed regret, that the initial planning application had 
been rejected after such a tremendous amount of hard work, and hoped that this setback 
would not deter the Group from continuing their efforts as everyone has been very impressed 
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by what they have achieved. Hopefully there will be a positive outcome soon and support 
from the village will be very important in helping to convince the Council to back the plans. 
Cathy also mentioned that CDT will look into organising some regular sessions at 
Cultybraggan for the group to use their skatepark jumps until a resolution is found. Cathy 
thanked the youngsters for their hard work and updating the meeting (skatepark group 
attendees left the meeting). 
  
Cathy Tilbrook was delighted to introduce the new CDT staff members to the meeting, 
explaining that part of the recent successful Climate Challenge Fund bid has allowed us to 
employ two new staff until March 2011.  Will Reid, Delivery Plan Manager and Andy Heming, 
Delivery Plan Assistant gave a short history of their careers to date. 
 
Will said that he was born in Crieff and had spent his early years in the area, before moving 
on to a career in town planning, house-building, management and, most recently, sustainable 
development. He added that he was very pleased to be given the opportunity to work with 
such a successful Trust, and to return to the area.   
 
Andy explained that he has been working in the not for profit charity sector for almost 20 
years, the past 12 of which were working with Churches Action for The Homeless (C.A.T.H.) 
in Perth.  Initially his role in Perth was in setting up and managing services for homeless 
people, but in more recent years he has focused on finance and funding and it is those skills 
which he will be bringing to the CDT Delivery Plan Assistant post.  Andy and his family are 
currently living in Aberuthven and looking to move closer to Comrie.  
 
Questions from the floor: 
Q. What is the current delivery plan ? 
A. This was featured in the last Comrie Bulletin and was the main focus of the last 
Community Open Meeting held in The White Church in December. Comrie Development 
Trust will implement the Scottish Government's Climate Change Delivery Plan: Milestones 
and Actions at a community level in Comrie and act as a model for other communities. 
Q. Is the old plan dead ? 
A. The “old plan” referred to was the CDT Business Plan and it was explained that the 
Delivery Plan focuses on specific areas of the Business Plan (relating to reducing our carbon 
footprint and the sustainable development of Cultybraggan). 
 
Emma Margrett, Carbon Challenge Officer, updated the meeting on various current projects: 

1. Liftshare – following the open meeting last year that featured sustainable transport 
ideas Comrie now has a bespoke Liftshare scheme. This means that under the 
national Liftshare umbrella there is a smaller network that Comrie residents can log 
into. The site is now live and everyone is encouraged to sign up as it is not only open 
to car owners – those who do not own a car can log on to seek transport. As this is 
being done on a specific local level this means that in most cases you will know who 
you are liftsharing with as it will be another Comrie resident rather than the normal 
scheme that is open nationally. This is an internet based scheme however if you do 
not have internet access at home you can pop into the CDT office to log your journeys 
– both regular and one-off (even a quick trip to Crieff for shopping!). Emma tabled 
some information fliers for those interested in signing up to the scheme. If anyone is 
interested please contact Emma at the CDT office by phone or email. If you are 
already a member of the Tayside Liftshare Scheme you are encouraged to join the 
Comrie specific scheme also. There will be a future press release for the site now 
being live. The target for CDT is to have 100 members signed up to the site over the 
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course of 2010 so please contact us for details. 
2. Renewables Feasibility Study at Cultybraggan – this study is in the Comrie Delivery 

Plan which formed the basis of the latest Climate Challenge Fund bid which includes 
renewable heat and electricity. The Renewables Working group has now been 
reinstated and they are progressing the tenders for the feasibility study. There was a 
site visit by Jamie Adam from Community Energy Scotland and he highlighted a 
couple of technologies that should be investigated for Cultybraggan plus hydro for the 
village itself.  Therefore the working group are tendering not only for a feasibility study 
for renewables at Cultybraggan but a separate study for Comrie as a village.  The 
Cultybraggan study was advertised nationally and had a closing date of 18.01.10, the 
11 submissions received were opened in accordance with the CDT procurement 
policy - now the tender marking will take place and the consultancy who has won the 
tender will be announced to the community. However, this can only take place once 
Community Energy Scotland have officially notified CDT of their funding award.  The 
study itself will run for three months and it is hoped the winning consultancy will hold 
an interim information evening for the community as well as a community information 
event once the study has been completed and the findings can be reported. The other 
feasibility study for the village is about to commence and will go through the same 
procedure as the Cultybraggan one. Both renewables projects are aimed at income 
generation for community projects. 

Questions from the floor: 
Q. Do we know how much electricity Comrie currently uses ? 
A. Unfortunately not as the sub stations and suppliers cannot give us this information. A 
voluntary village input is a possible way forward to ascertain an average of what we use at 
present within our homes/businesses. Within the street by street insulation project the 
Energy Awareness Advisors will be carrying out “follow up visits” where all those who took 
part will be asked some key questions, one of which will be to ascertain energy consumption 
(this will be done anonymously). 
Q. For the possible building plots at Cultybraggan – can you set conditions for green 
efficiencies ? 
A. Yes, however as has been discussed at previous open meetings and information events if 
the two building plots were ever pursued, these would be likely to remain in CDT/community 
ownership, therefore the green efficiencies would be set as standard. 
Q. The water at the Ross Bridge has no further capacity to generate hydro as it already 
generates electricity in three other areas before it reaches the Ross Bridge – how will this be 
tackled ? 
A. The winning consultant will address this in their feasibility study and within any SEPA 
guidelines. 
Q. Will the study be focusing on the Ruchill River specifically? 
A. The consultant will look at all possible water courses. 
Q. Are we limited to selling the energy we produce by renewable sources to the grid or can 
the energy be stored in car batteries to then use in a battery car scheme for the village ? 
A. We would be happy to raise this with the consultant that will be carrying out the study as 
an electric car scheme is part of the Comrie Delivery Plan.   
Q. How much will the implementation of any technologies cost and who will pay for it ? 
A. The costs will be dependent on the technologies chosen and will be presented in the 
consultant's report.  Community Energy Scotland can provide up to £100K for capital costs 
(CDT would have to apply for this) plus CDT would have to look elsewhere for funding 
opportunities. 
Q. Does the brief from the consultant look at financing and cost benefit ? 
A. Yes and the community will have the opportunity to discuss the best way forward at a 
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community information event once the findings are published. 
Q. Does the second feasibility study, the one for the village, look at our community buildings 
WRI / White Church etc? 
A. No unfortunately community buildings need to be placed under a separate application. 
Q. How will we get to know about it and get everyone involved ? 
A. The successful consultancy carrying out the study is already aware, via the tender brief, 
that they will need to provide information events for the community throughout the stages of 
the study and have a final event that will present all of their findings. 
 

3. Energy Competition – James MacDonald Turner (Postgraduate placement working in    
the CDT office) has been working with the CDT Energy Awareness Advisors to bring 
about the Energy Competition that will be launched later in February. We are looking 
for 30 households from the village to participate - the householders will be asked to 
monitor their electricity usage and keep within a daily target (to be set after a week of 
monitoring), using a Current Cost Monitor, over a period of eight weeks. The Energy 
Awareness Advisors will act as team leaders and encourage householders to reduce 
their energy consumption, provide advice on energy efficiency and save money.  For 
the three households that reduce their electricity consumption the most (in terms of a 
% reduction) there are prizes in vouchers to be spent in the village worth £200, £100 
and £50 (the project is funded through the Climate Challenge Fund). The Competition 
will start on Monday 22nd February so if you are interested please contact Emma at 
the CDT office by Wednesday 17th February. 

4. Street by Street Insulation Project -  we are delighted that a number of people within 
Comrie have already had their loft insulation completed and we have received very 
good feedback. Emma explained that there had been some issues with the 
contractors’ appointment system, which had led to some delays and missed 
appointments, which are greatly regretted, but these difficulties should now have been 
resolved. As mentioned previously the Energy Awareness Advisors will carry out 
follow up visits and it is still not too late if you wish to have your free technical 
visit/survey done to find out if you need more loft insulation/cavity wall insulation 
installation and how much it would cost (no obligation quote) – if you are interested 
please contact the CDT office. 

5. Thermal Imaging – we are delighted that we have 50 households signed up for the 
first 100 free thermal imaging reports. Should you wish to add your name to the list for  
a free report please contact the CDT office. John King and/or Ian Stevenson (CDT 
Energy Awareness Advisors) will contact those who have expressed an interest in 
having a free survey to arrange a suitable time to visit your property. 
 

Eunice Cartwright, volunteer CDT Board member,  showed the meeting the Cultybraggan 
cards available to buy from various outlets in the village (including the CDT office). They 
have been left blank to use as either a card or a notelet. The picture on the card is a copy of 
an original painting by Ronald Craig, Comrie resident, who kindly gifted the copyright of the 
painting to CDT. The painting can also be bought as an A4 or A3 picture. Thanks go to Mr 
Craig (painting), Mr Loxley (card printing) and Mr Kinchin-White (prints/mounting/framing). 
The cards are £2.00 each or 3 for £5.00 and the prints are A4 unmounted £20.00, A4 
mounted £25.00, A3 unmounted £30.00, A3 mounted £35.00, A3 mounted and signed 
£40.00 - all proceeds from the sales go to Comrie Development Trust. 
 
It was mentioned from the floor that the minutes from this meeting perhaps should also be 
displayed on the school notice board, the new community notice board at the bus stop and in 
the library – all of which CDT will look into doing in the future and very much appreciate the 



Company limited by guarantee – Registered in Scotland – Reg No SC305425  - Charity reg no SC038596 
                                                       Registered office – 5 Dunira Street, Comrie, Perthshire, PH6 2LJ                                                            5 

helpful suggestion. Currently the minute is displayed in the CDT office window, on the 
Comrie website and is kindly printed in the Crieff & Comrie Quair as well as some parts 
being printed in the Strathearn Herald. 
 
The next Community Open Meeting will take place on Monday 01 March 2010 in the White 
Church. The main theme of this event will be the forthcoming Music Festival to be held at 
Cultybraggan in May “Culty Quake”. If anyone has any ideas of what they wish to be 
featured within any of the Open Meetings in future please do not hesitate to contact us with 
your thoughts. 
 
Cathy then closed the meeting, and thanked all those present for their attendance. 
 
Office details: 
Address - Comrie Development Trust, 5 Dunira Street, Comrie 
Telephone - 01764 670769 

Email -  Emma Margrett : emargrett@comrie.org.uk 

 Isla Valenti: ivalenti@comrie.org.uk 

 Will Reid: wreid@comrie.org.uk 

 Andy Heming: aheming@comrie.org.uk 

 General email: cdt@comrie.org.uk 

Normal office hours – 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday 
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