Open Community Meeting
WRI, Nurses Lane, Comrie
Monday 02 February 2009, 7.30pm
MINUTE OF MEETING
In attendance – CDT Directors: Cathy Tilbrook (Chair), David Robertson, Eunice
Cartwright, Chris Palmer, Alan Caldwell, Felicity Snowsill, Ian Findlay
Apologies CDT Directors: Fran Loots, Jim Buchanan, William Levack, Trish Withey,
Welcome
A warm welcome to those present (some 41 people) on what was a very cold and snowy
evening was extended by the Chair.
Emma Margrett, CDT Carbon Challenge Officer, gave the meeting a presentation outlining
the forthcoming free street-by-street Energy Audit that will be offered to every household
in Comrie. The audit will be carried out with support from the following partners – SCARF
(Save Cash and Reduce Fuel), SSE (Scottish and Southern Energy), Perth & Kinross
Council, Historic Scotland and the Scottish Government. It was noted that the
representative from SCARF who was to have attended the meeting to give detailed
information on some aspects of the project had been unable to travel due to the snow.
The Audit process
This will consist of a short questionnaire being delivered to every household around 19 th
March. Completed forms are to be returned to the CDT office by those wishing to take part
via freepost or hand delivery - assistance will be offered to those who wish it to complete
the forms. The questionnaires are then sent to SCARF who generate an Energy Efficiency
Report and the findings of your report will then be discussed with you either in person or
over the telephone. A further technical visit will then be offered which will be carried out by
a contractor who will measure the extent of works required and discuss grants that will be
available to you. (All information gathered from households will be kept strictly
confidential). Once your work is complete you will receive a follow-up visit to ensure you
are happy with the work done and to offer energy efficiency and carbon reduction advice.
We also wish to seek agreement from those households taking part to return at a later
date to record energy consumption readings to allow analysis to be done on the actual
savings.
Q. How will the questionnaire be delivered ?
A. All will be hand delivered, subject to agreement, via the volunteers who currently deliver
the Comrie Bulletin
Q. How do people clear loft areas for the technical audit to take place ?
A. CDT are looking into how this can be dealt with – perhaps local contractors can be
employed to carry this out.
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Q. If the questionnaires are being delivered around the 19th of March when will the
insulation work begin ?
A. As soon as is possible - we aim to have all work completed by winter 2009.
Q. Will the work be done by local labour ?
A. We aim to have as much of the work as possible carried out by local contractors.
Q. Will IRT – thermal imaging be used in the project ?
A. We are looking into thermal imaging however using this will be determined by cost.
Q. Can the energy consumption of Comrie be measured ?
A. Yes, this can be sought via the sub station for our village.
Q. If you already have loft insulation will there be scope for renewing it ?
A. Yes, if the contractor deems it inadequate.
Q. How will variable elements such as weather be factored into the analysis to ensure
objective evidence ?
A. The questionnaire asks for usage and costs of consumption which will provide a
baseline for the analysis. Follow-up questionnaires and visits over the three years of the
Carbon Challenge Fund will allow this to be taken into consideration.
Q. Can something be put into houses to record consumption ?
A. We are looking into the supply of Smart Meters for Comrie households wishing to
participate or as a Pilot Scheme depending upon how many meters we can get.
Q. Will the measuring of energy consumption go on for more than one year ?
A. We would like to gain the consent of the households that will be participating to return
after a set period of time to gain further consumption readings.
Local Contractors
We are looking for local contractors to carry out the loft insulation and cavity wall
insulation work. If any local contractor is interested in bidding for this work please call into
the CDT office to complete a form or phone/ email your details to
emargrett@comrie.org.uk
We may also be looking for local contractors to clear lofts to allow inspections to take
place and will also be looking into storage facilities where this may be required.
When further information is available, a meeting will be arranged between SCARF and
prospective contractors to discuss technical aspects.
Q. Are there grants for local trades to gain necessary accreditation if they require it ?
A. We are currently discussing this with SCARF as we feel using as many local
contractors as possible is vital for the project.
Q. How will the tender process be advertised ?
A. It will be advertised throughout the village and all contractors that have already shown
interest will be contacted.
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Local Energy Auditors
We are looking to recruit six or seven local people as Energy Auditors - anyone who is
interested should email emargrett@comrie.org.uk or contact the CDT office (see details at
end of minute) by Friday 13th February.
Application forms will be sent out to all interested people with a deadline for return of 26 th
February. We hope to conduct interviews on 05 March. Successful applicants will be
employed on a temporary contract of work at a rate of between £7 and £8 per hour,
although this has still to be finalised. Each auditor will be required to attend a free three
day City & Guilds Energy Awareness course which will be held in Comrie (proposed
course dates 11, 12 & 13 March – examination day 18 March). A further follow-up local
training day will take place with Historic Scotland (this date is to be confirmed).
Should anyone require more detailed information before applying for the energy auditor
jobs please contact Emma or Isla at the CDT office (see details at end of minute)
All recruited Auditors will be required to attend the course, examination and follow-up
training day.
Q. What experience do you need to be an energy auditor ?
A. No previous experience required - all will be covered in the City & Guilds course. Good
communication and inter-personal skills will be very important.
Q. How much commitment does an energy auditor require to give?
A. This will be a flexible part time temporary position however the amount of hours will be
determined by the amount of uptake for the project in the village.
Q. Will the auditors get paid to undertake the training ?
A. Yes, however a monetary amount has yet to be confirmed.
Q. What will happen if not enough local people apply to become energy auditors ?
A. SCARF have trained auditors that we can call on if this eventuality arises.
The meeting was then asked for any further ideas and comments:
Q. Will draught proofing come under this scheme also ?
A. Yes
Q. How do you propose to install insulation in Comrie properties of over 100 years old?
A. We will call on the expert advice of Historic Scotland for properties that fall within this
and any other historic/conservation category.
Q. Will double glazing come under this scheme ?
A. We shall look into this with SCARF as we are unaware of available grants for double
glazing.
Discussion
The meeting then discussed how everyone felt about the CDT office offering an Energy
Saving Light Bulb Library service – this would mean that local residents could borrow light
bulbs (different fixings, wattages etc.) to take home and try out before purchasing. CDT
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would also offer bulk buying of light bulbs therefore passing on the savings to the
residents. It was agreed that the Light Bulb Library would be a great idea.
CDT will be hosting a Carbon Challenge Conference in the village on the 6th and 7th of
June with many people coming into the village. If anyone has bed and breakfast facilities
and would wish us to pass their information on to possible guests please contact the CDT
office. More information on the conference will be produced and displayed around the
village in the coming weeks.
It was suggested that the proposed off-road route from Crieff to Comrie was a key link to
encourage green travel and an update was sought on its status. The Chair confirmed that
Perth & Kinross Council Draft Core Paths Plan showed the off-road route stopping short of
Comrie but it was likely that many local residents would have contacted the Council on this
issue before the consultation closed at end of January. PKC will now consider all the
(approximately 900) comments received and hope to publish a revised plan by March. The
outcome of this will be displayed around the village.
We are also looking for any type of trades/contractors who wish to register with CDT for
any future work being carried out for our projects and at Cultybraggan so if you wish to put
your name forward please email ivalenti@comrie.org.uk, or contact the CDT office.
Next Meeting
The next open meeting will be held on Monday 02 March 2009 at 7.30pm in the WRI Hall
where the main focus will be feedback received on the Comrie Development Trust
Business Plan (Our Plans for a Sustainable Future. The early years 2009 – 2014). To
take a look at the business plan please log onto www.comrie.org.uk, follow the link
through to the web pages or please call into the CDT office for a copy. To contribute to the
discussion please leave your comments on the Comrie Forum (via the comrie.org
website), email to cdt@comrie.org.uk, ring or drop in at the office.
Close of meeting : 8.30pm
Office details:
CDT
5 Dunira Street
Comrie
Tel: 01764 670769
Email: cdt@comrie.org.uk
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