Community Open Meeting
WRI Hall, Comrie - Monday 5th July 2010, 7.30pm

MINUTE OF MEETING
CDT Directors present: Felicity Snowsill (Chair), Davey
Robertson
CDT Staff present: James MacDonald Turner, Fran Loots Sandra McRitchie(Advisor), John Cook(Advisor)

Welcome:
Felicity Snowsill, volunteer CDT Board Member and
Chair of the meeting, thanked everyone for attending.
Felicity introduced Paul Zanna who was to talk about
the Green Travel Plan.
Paul Zanna is from Steer Davies Gleave (SDG) have
been appointed to carry out a study in Comrie to find
ways to make travel greener - reducing the
dependence on cars through schemes such as car
sharing, improving public transport and improving
opportunities to cycle and walk.
Green Travel Plan
Paul explained that his company have been involved in
transport studies covering everything from movement
of people for the Olympics and the World Cup to travel
plans in communities such as Orkney and Shetland.
Paul outlined the process that will lead to an action plan
for Comrie. This will involve CDT advisors carrying out
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a travel survey to find out if there are ways to make
better use of what we have and improve how things run
in the area. The results will be presented at a
community meeting in September.
Various issues were raised by people about transport
just now. In particular, transport to Stirling/ Dunblane
and beyond is an issue. As currently operated this is
only possible via Crieff and often timetables do not
dovetail.
Comrie’s Carbon Challenge
Fran Loots gave an update of the carbon challenge.
The overall aim of this project – which funds the staff in
the CDT office - is to reduce the carbon footprint of
Comrie and make it an even better place to be through
minimising its negative impact on the environment.
The first phase has covered getting people to complete
Home Energy Checks. These were returned by over
400 households from the 1180 in the village. Of these
136 were referred to Clyde Insulation (appointed by
SSE as the contractor – despite our attempts to have a
local company used). They have been undertaking loft
insulation and other related measures in homes.
A Zero Waste Fortnight last year saw savings of two
tons from the landfill and meant Comrie earned the
gate fee for the primary school.
The next phase of the carbon challenge involves
mirroring the Scottish Government’s own action plan to
reduce carbon through themes relating to transport,
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waste and energy. In Comrie we are also looking at
rural land use and at what we can do to change how
we do things.
Feasibility studies have been commissioned around
options for renewable energy to provided heat and
electricity to address the energy theme. There will be
another Zero Waste fortnight in September of this year
to support the waste theme (there is also work on
composting underway). There are plans for a
community orchard as part of the rural land use theme.
A survey has been started to establish the carbon
footprint of the village as part of the theme looking at
what we can change ourselves. This is Comrie’s
Carbon Calculator – based on work by the Institute of
Stockholm.
The rest of the meeting was then spent looking at the
plans to follow up the questionnaire. This will include
an individual report for each household that has
completed a questionnaire about their carbon footprint.
We considered the number of actions to ask people to consider.

Those present decided that asking people to consider
20 points of action would be a good way forward (the
alternatives were either 10 or 30) as there would be
some that almost everyone could consider out of those
20. It was also agreed to refer to this as an action plan.
This will be sent out with a CDT advisor who would
explain on a practical level what the options were for
action to reduce a household’s carbon footprint and
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provide useful tips as to what to do. It was agreed that
some action points were easier than others and some
may be contentious.
We looked at various options to encourage people to
take action. There was general support for the ‘traffic
light’ system where people could see which actions
they were already taking, which they were thinking
about and which were no go for them – for whatever
reason. People also thought that it would work to have
a fridge magnet to put up the action plan to remind
them of what they had agreed to do.
The next Community Open Meeting will take place
on Monday September 6th 2010 in the WRI Hall.
Office details:
Address : 5 Dunira Street, Comrie PH6 2JR
Telephone :01764 670769
Email :
James MacDonald Turner: jmacdonaldturner@comrie.org.uk
Fran Loots: floots@comrie.org.uk
Isla Valenti: ivalenti@comrie.org.uk
Will Reid: wreid@comrie.org.uk
Andy Heming: aheming@comrie.org.uk
General email: cdt@comrie.org.uk
Normal office hours – 9am to 5pm Monday to Friday
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