Community Open Meeting
WRI Hall, Comrie – Monday 6th September 2010, 7.30 pm

MINUTE OF MEETING
CDT Directors present: Cathy Tilbrook (Chair), Peter
McRitchie, Chris Palmer, Dave Robertson, Blair Urquhart
CDT Staff present: James MacDonald Turner, Fran Loots,
Will Reid
Welcome
Cathy Tilbrook, volunteer CDT Board Member and Chair of
the meeting, thanked everyone for attending. Cathy
introduced James MacDonald Turner, a member of the CDT
Staff who was to talk about the forthcoming Zero Waste
Fortnight and the plans for the Community Orchard at
Cultybraggan Camp.
Zero Waste Fortnight
James reminded every-one of the success of last year`s
Comrie Zero Waste Fortnight, with recycling up by 850 kg
and residual waste down by 1230 kg. As a result of this
success £124 was donated by Perth & Kinross Council to
the Primary School, which is the cost of sending 2 tonnes of
waste to landfill.
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James highlighted the need to build on the success of last
year by doing better this year. He identified 4 types of waste
which, in Perth & Kinross, were still going to landfill:
- Paper & Card 21%
- Food / Kitchen 18%
- Garden Waste 13%
- Glass 8%
James pointed out that this waste, which was 60% of the
total, did not need to go to landfill if householders
segregated it. There was, he concluded, therefore plenty of
scope to improve on last year`s performance.
This year`s Zero Waste Fortnight will run from 16th to 30th
September, and will include:
- a reusable bag raffle in participating shops
- free compost and composting advice at Cultybraggan
Camp on 16th September from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
- Wilde Thyme owner and chef, Andrew Hamer, cookery
demonstration on the theme “Love Food Hate Waste”
on 29th September at the White Church from 7.30 – 9
p.m.
Cathy confirmed that the money raised this year would go to
the Primary School`s Outside Classroom appeal. James
added that the school`s eco committee was also working on
a “Green Bin Code”.
It was suggested that the Council be asked to locate a small
recycling bin facility in the new Bumble Bee Square, and that
the nursery be provided with a recycling bin given the
amount of plastic milk bottles they used. The chip shop
should also be asked to consider alternatives to the
polystyrene containers they use.
Fran Loots, a member of the CDT Staff, explained the
significant difference between “Use By” and “Best Before”
labelling on packaging. She pointed out that, whilst “Use By”
dates should be adhered to, particularly meat and dairy
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products, most produce was still perfectly usable after the
“Best Before” date.
Community Orchard
James updated the meeting on the plans for a Community
Orchard at Cultybraggan Camp. Funding of £9,669 had
been obtained from the Lottery Awards for All, with support
funding from CSV and Scottish National Heritage as part of
Action Earth for: 2010 International Year of Biodiversity.
The project would see the former assault course structures
colonised as part of the orchard, where advanced pruning
and grafting techniques could be taught.
The open ground, north of the allotments, would incorporate
a number of uses, within the orchard, including community
composting, picnic areas, a bonfire area and beetle bank.
James explained that 175 fruit trees had been ordered,
including a wide variety of species, and a planting plan had
been developed, which was displayed.
It was hoped that there would be a community “Apple Day”
in October at the site of the future Orchard, which would
include a variety of events, including a juicer for people to
press their own apples, and having an expert on hand to
identify apple species.
James highlighted the uniqueness of this project in
Scotland, where there are very few community orchards,
and noted that it was already being considered as a case
study of a Habitat Action Plan for Scotland.
The potential for jam making, and cider production was
discussed as possible community enterprises. The idea of
establishing a data bank of what species people had in their
gardens was to be explored, with scope to graft trees and
reintroduce old species at the Camp.
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Next Meeting
Cathy closed the meeting by thanking everyone who had
attended, and for all the hard work put in by the Woodland
and Orchard Working Group. She confirmed the
arrangements for the next meetings of the Trust:
The Annual General Meeting will be held on Monday 4th
October 2010 at 7.30 p.m. in the White Church.
The next Community Open Meeting will take place on
Monday 1st November 2010 at 7.30 p.m. in the WRI Hall.
Office details:
Address: 5 Dunira Street, Comrie PH6 2LJ
Telephone: 01764 670769
Email:
James MacDonald Turner: jmacdonaldturner@comrie.org.uk
Fran Loots: floots@comrie.org.uk
Isla Valenti: ivalenti@comrie.org.uk
Will Reid: wreid@comrie.org.uk
Andy Heming: aheming@comrie.org.uk
General email: cdt@comrie.org.uk

Normal office hours – 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday to Friday.
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